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We have again a rich anJ various feast for our 
readers—among the articles is an account of the 
imports of the United States (a work of much extra 
mechanical labor) and the report on the Delaware 
and Raritan canal, commenced in the present and to 
be coiicluded in the first pages of the succeeding 
number. It shall ever be our care to preserve things 
that will wear well—and enrich our volumes. for 
reference, While passing matters are not neglected. 

ee 8 ee 
ROBBERY OF THE MAIL. 
Fayetteville, May 8.—One of the most high handed 


. frauds was practised somewhere between this place 


and Baltimore, during the month of Maréh. We 
understand that three entire letter mails, which 
were sent on from this town in due form, did not 
even arrive at Petersburg, Va. In these mails were 
contained large sums of money, in drafts and bank 
notes, remitted to New York and Philadelphia, by 
merchants in this town, Wilmington and Charleston. 
—So deep laid has. been the fraud, that many subse- 
quent letters, intended merely as enquiries of the 
fate of former ones, from those persons who remitted 
the money, have been cantiously intercepted. Not 
the slightest possible clue to this grand schéme of 
iniquity has yet been discovered, and never will be 
perhaps unless the general post office sce fit to look 
nto the business. 





OPThat the General Post-Office will loo! into 
the business, cannot be doubted. But our great 
object in noticing this unfortunate affair is to influ- 
ence our subscribers and others, wishing to remit 


money to us, not to be discouraged by it; we still jall the rest of Etirope and America united. 


“America’”’—we suppose that the sale of stocks ly 
the bank is alluded to, which was a transaction of 
individuals with individuals, in no wise partaking of 
a national character on either side. The United 
States do not want to borrow, and England has 
enough to do to borrow and pay the interest of as 
much money as she wants for herself. 

The sentence quoted has the same denomination 
and tendency as that on which we offered some re- 
marks last week, and is also from thé Boston Cez- 
tinel; and we have again to shew how easy it is to 
communicate error in the words of truth;—which 
we shall do for the sake of “America” attempted 
to be degraded, though America had nothing to do 
withit. | 

What is national wealth—what constitutes a 
wealthy nation?’—The political econémist will feel 
at no loss to say that the first is in the quantity of 
the productive labor of a people, and the other in 
the aggregate means and resources of the whole.—. 
It may bé assumed as a general principle—indeed, 
{ do not know but that it can be accepted as arule 
absolute, that excessive wealth, in the hands ofa 
of a few of a nation, is conclusive evidence of na- 
tidnal poverty. Nor is this paradoxical—it is ma- 
nifest to every man that observes the practical ope- 
ration of the fact, or reflecis upon the subject. It 
is certain that England contains some of the rich. 
est men in Europe; capable, perhaps, of comimand- 
ing more ready money than the same number of pri- 
vate individuals in any other parts of the world—but 
it is also as certain that she has more paupers than 
any other nation, probably more than there are in 
“*‘Mag-~ 





guarantee the safety of the mails for the receipt of/Mificent are thy palaces, O Genoa! but thou hast also 


all monies really forwarded tous. We fear nothing 
so much as the negligence of our friends. 

“Talking about money, naturally puts us in mind 
of” the address made to our subscribers out of 
the city of Baltimore in an extra-sheet. It was the 
result of necessity, and it is fedlingly observed that 
some attention has already been paid to it. One’ 
sentleman, in a very good humored letter, express- 
ing a determination not to be “among the drones 
that consume the substance”’ of this work, after no- 
‘cing an enclosure to pay his dues, says—‘and as'| 
vou appear to have the money fever* (a disorder, by 
the bye, which very few of us have escaped) I add 


wil do me no harm and may do you a little good.” If! 
every gentleman were to think and act thus—with 
what delight, what spirit and energy, should we 
pursue the business of the Warkty Reetster ! 





I ae 
' 


A Nation’s ‘Wealth. 


An eastern paper ironically dbserves—“Impove- | 
“tished England, within a few weeks hw loaned to} 
“France and America more than thirty millions of 
“dollars, in solid cain, and at a moderate usance.”’| 

We do not. know of any loan being made to; 
.,.¥¢ indeed, have had a severe attack of this! 

isorder”—but a slight attention from our readers, 
4S a good physician, would instantly remove it, and 
Prevent a relapse. 

Von XIE ™M 











thy gallies.” What better evidence of the zinpp- 
verishment of a nation can we have than that about 
one fourth of its people is subsisted by the coars- 
est bread-stuffs that will keep soul and body toge- 
ther, at the cost of the rest, being publie paupers? 
—England has three millions of these,unproductive. 
If they were employed at something by which, (all 
the profits being included) they could earn only 
Jifty cents each per day, they wouid really add AsO 
millions pe? annum to the national wealth—a sum 
that makes the bagatelle story about 30 millions ap- 
pear truly contempiible. Were the splendid palaces 
of the French nobles before the revolution, sur. 
rounded with ten or fifteen miles of rich country 
on which hardly any other houses stood than mud- 
built hovels, an evidence of the wealth of Francee— 
would we not rather have taken an English county 


)Cat that period) which, though it might also have 


had its palace, abounded with large edifiees of 


‘brick and stone, filled with a ruddy and joyous peg- 
‘ple, keeping up the “hum of business,” and enjoy- 


ling life? 


Hutto speak al once to the point—is they 
fact that some eight or ten harpies in a towa (Sank 
directors, perhaps!) have in a Course of years realiz- 
ed a million each, and established 4 credit to mona- 
polize accommodations fora milliou more, by “shav- 
ing” the notes of their fellow citizens at 2 or 3 per 
cent. per month, an evidence-of the wealth or of the 
misery of thattown? ‘This immediately applies 
the condition of England, where the people have 
been shaved in all manher of ways out of thefr earn- 
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jugs, until a fourth of the whole of them are tenants 
of the poor house. 


Barings amongst us. They have already accom 
plished much in this way; and have a decided tei. 


Rut it is the building up of these great personal |dency to make the rich richer and the poor poorer, 
fortunes that facilitates the general borrowing of}|The people generally are getting alarmed at the 
money, and enables a government to levy heavy|proceedings of those establishments; whose funds, 


taxes. 


One man with 10,0008 a year, has more|designed for the common accommodation, are more 


money to spare, than ffiy men with 1000 dollars|and more monopolized bya few; thereby enabled to 


exch, and he can pay more taxes than they, though 
he has only a fiftieth part of their wealth. 
very clear case—for the latter have fifty times} 
more people to maintain than the former. The 
truth is, that the unequal division of property, in 
England, caused by excesSive taxation, has enabled 
the government thus far to continue that excessive 
taxation, and raise the various loans required, which, 
without it, it would have been impessibie to do. ~ 
It wes by the operation of this principle that the 
“yyptian pyramids and temples were built—the 
whole labor and wealth of the.people was centered 
at the disposal of the king; and I desire no better 
evidence of the poverty and misery that prevailed} 
than the existence of these monuments. Reduce a 
people to the lowest possible state of subsistence, 
taking from them all they earn over that, and a 
great amount may be reserved that would otherwise 
be expended to procure some of the comforts of 
life. “It sounds large” that the Messrs. Barings, 
of London, for instance, can advance, im the first 
instance, twenty or thirty millions of dollars, and 
we are inclined to forget the fact that certain of 
their countrymen, capable of actually creating as 
great a value in 15 or 20 days, are dependent on 
him and others for oat meal* enough to keep them 
{rom immediate starvation. 
It has always been my opinion, and I have always 
supported it with all my heart and soui to the best 
of my ability, that the virtue of government must 
depend upon the virtue of a people, in like man- 
ner as its weaith and strength depends upon their 
profitable employment and numercial force. In} 
early youth, the venerable Juhn Dickinson taught me 
the force of his favorite maxim, “THAT AN ARMED 
PEOPLE AND AN UNARMED MAGISTRACY WAS THE BEST 
SECURITY FOR FREEDOM,” and consequently of hap- 
piness—(a sentiment that deserves to be inscribed 
in letters of gold ever every man’s fire place_). The 
principle of this maxim | would act up to in exteiso. 


peculate on the wants of others, and make them. 


This is|Selves fat on the sweat of the “weary laden.” 





St ee eS ee See 


Mr. Russell. 


The Boston “ ¥ankee” of the 9th instant, has a 


very neat and exceedingly well-written article vin. 
dicatory of Mr. Russell, as to the proceedings had on 
his late marriage, which has excited 


much se. 
rious reprehension and broad ridicule in the United 
States. The length of that article alone prevents its 
insertion entire and without comment; it repreliends, 
but in a gentlemanly and courteous manner, the 
notice that “‘Niles’ Baltimore Register and the Rich. 
mond Enquirer*”’—(papers to which the writer is 


pleased to ascribe a very high character) have taken 
of those proceedings; doing ample justice, however, 


to the motives believed to have influenced us, and 
excusing Mr. Russel as having’ had a very remote 
agency, indeed, if any ageney at all, in the pomp 
and parade that really attended the ceremony; and 
much less so as being concerned in the “ridiculous” 
accounts of it published in the newspapers. 
When we saw these accounts in the newspapers, it 
is frankly confessed we were sincerely mortified that 
a man of Mr. Russell’s standing—a gentleman from 
whom we expected examples of practical republican. 
ism, should have suffered himself to be led into any 
thing that could furnish a coloring for them. The 
progress of luxury and its consequent, despotism, is 
lamentably rapid enough; and we fear the introduc. 
tion of any ziew thing to accelerate it. And how was 
it that we, who had laughed so much, and in honest 
truth,.so heartily, “at the gossip stories about Char- 
lotte and Cobourg,” should have passed over qui- 
etly and without feeling, a type happening at home 
of what we had reprehended abroad? The parties in 
this case, it appears, have been much less to blame 
than was supposed: ifr. Russell is not the first man 
that an oficious friend has made appear ridiculous; 
to which the love of pomp and shew, among a cer- 





IT hope that no man in the United States will ever 


be able to advance “thirty millions,” ‘tor then we! tain set at Boston, may have contributed not a little 
shall, probably, sce the poor houses tenanted by|The story of the ceremony was embellished to the 
ethers than those who, deprived of their naturaj|Utmost bearing, though the chief things were, to 


fricuds, are incapable of themselves, to earn a sub- 
sistence. Let plenty prevail, and every man be able 
to stamp his foot on the soil, saying—t/is is mine, 
independent of all but my Creator and God. A peo- 
ple so situated cannot be ensiaved—every house is 
a castle garrisoned by freemen. But sucha people 
Cannot pay exeessive taxcs; and, what is more to the 
purpose, they will not pay them—shall they be col- 
Jecied of them at the poimt of the bayonet? no— 
they cannot be collected but as the tree-will ofier- 
iug of the majority. 

There is one thing that, more than any thing else, 
I apprehend may have a tendency to reduce the 
people of this country from their present happy 
condition. LE mean our banking institutions—they 
are the leven which, in the hands of ambitious and 
avaricious men, is most to be feared to raise up 


—— 





* If Dr. Sam. Johnson were now living to revise 
his dictionary, he might say that oats were “a sort of 
grain” used to feed men in England—as well as 
Scotland. See Brougham’s speech. ) 


some extent, founded on what really occurred— 
and in the tout ensemble there was abundant cause 
to provoke even coarse censure, as a warning t 
check the contagion of the example. This has, pro: 
bably, been efFecved—few persons, to gratify a fool: 
ing fondness for shew, will pass through such a 





ordeal. We honestly regret, from the great respect 


we had for Mr. Russell, that this censure has fallen 


upon Aim; but are not sorry for the censure itself 
‘The first is a personal, the latter a public consider# 





| *Vhere are very few newspapers in the United 
States that have not had an original or selected art! 
cle about Mr. R’s marriage; but the notice the 
some have taken of the lady’s dress (which w# 
foolishly described in the papers) has often beet 
coarse, if not indecent. This is much to be regrettet: 
Mr. R. might “stand as a mark to be shot at,” bein} 
a prominent man among the people but his /ady 





should have been treated with the respect due” 
her private character and delicate sex. And, acting 
upon this principle, we said nothing more of the la4) 
than to give her name. 
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¢ion—and the one should always give way to the 


; other, or the republic suffers a detriment. Mr. R. 
is described as a man of plain, unassuming, unosten- 
b tatious Manners—it was so that we had accepted 
him, and dur mortification was the greater on that 
e account. 

0 In the sober virtue and Sincere republicanism of 
\- the body of the people of the United States, is (in my 


opinion) the grand, and, in truth, the on/y security 
for the liberties of this country. But much depends 
upon the “‘manners of the great,” as certain classes 
are Called. in Europe, by whom I mean here those 


t 

jzlways entertain far them in a higher degree than 
towards any other people upon earth. I carry 
nothing from my country but my wife and my chil- 
dren, and surely, they are my own, at any rate. I shall 
always love England better than any other country; 
I will never become a subject or citizen of any other 
state; but, I and mine were not born under a go- 
vernment having the absolute power to imprison us 
at its pleasure, and, if we can avoid it, we will nei- 
ther live nor die under such an order of things. If I 
have not taken leave of numerous friends in London 
and in the country, it was because I should have 











a enjoying the confidence of their fellow-citizens, to} been made unhappy by their importunities, and the | 
n- put that security in some degree of hazard, by un- | ¢Xpressions of their sorrow. I make an enormous sa- 
mn dermining it. It therefore becomes us, the “com- | crifice of property and of feeling; but when my heart 
" inon people,” of whom I am one, to watch every | feels the tugs of friendship, and of all interesting 
ed movement of such with singular care, and compel) objects in Hampshire, it is reconciled to the loss by 
ts them to wear the semblance of virtue and plainness, | the thought that I can en)oy them only during the 
ls, whether they possess them or not, that the force of| pleasure of a secretary of state When this order 
he example may have its effect. It is rarely indeed that| of things shall cease to exist, then shall I again see. 
sh {have felt myself bound to notice the conduct of| England. WM. COBBETT.” 
is sndividuals—the Werxty Recister has endeavored| (( 7A great many stories have been told about Mr. 
en to lay down, or disseminate, principles that every | Coddett since he left England, which he refutes in @ 
er, one might apply for himself; but so it was ia this} New-York paper. He says that he had a clear in- 
ind ease, that the principle could not be well stated|come from his writings of more than ten thousand 
ote without involving the name of a person. And onj| founds a year—and that he expects to receive for 
mp the whole, though the accounts of Mr. Russell’s| his landed arid other property 20,000#. He intends 
nd marriage, which we received as acknowledged truths|in a few days to publish a prospectus of his future 
us” at Boston, may have injured that gentleman unfairly | literary labors—and ina P.S. in noticing certain 
by their exaggerations, still, we believe, the public articles published in the, New-York Evening Post, 
S, it good will be subserved by the notice that has been| he says, though he hardly ever made a bet in his 
hat taken of them. : life, he will bet with the editor of that paper 1000 
“om eo dollars, “that the government of England, that is to 
ran. -. 3 Say, the government of the boroughmongers, does 
any Almeida’s Case. lnot lust three years longer”—which Mr. Coleman 
The Our readers will recollect that captain Almeida, | declines—“for (the puss»ility of losing being ad- 
n, 1S commander of a Buenos Ayrean privateer, Was ‘mitted, as otherwise it would not bea fair bet) al- 
duc: arrested and committed under the authority of the | though the sum staked, might little affect a fortune 
was state of Maryland, on a charge of piracy --released | arising from such an income, [as Mr. Cobbett states 
nest by the judges of Baltimore county court, deciding’ his to have been] it would be seriously felt by the 
yhar- that the case did not come under the cognizance of| humble editor of the New-York Evening Post.” 


the authorities of this state—and again arrested on 
the same charge by authority of the United States, 
and held to bail. 

The grand jury of the circuit court of the United 
States, sitting last week in Baltimore, found a bill 
against him, and he was tried on Thursday the 8th 
instant, 
| “After a full and elaborate investigation of the 

merits of the case, wherein the treaty between the 
United States and Spain was more particularly the | 
Subject of discussion, the charge in the indictment | 
having been predicated on a clause contained there- 
in, captain Almeida was, by direction of the court, 
discharged. On this occasion judge Duvall perform- 
ed the duties of his high station with unusual abi- 
lity, and elucidated the points of the case in the 
most able, luminous and impressive manner.” 

Gyit would be well if judge Duval’s opinion 
were published, for the general information. 





















William Cobbett, 


Previous to his leaving England, published the 
following address to the public, at Liverpool, 
March 26— 

“My departure for America will surprise nobody, 
but those who do not reflect. A full and explicit 
statement of my reasons will appear in a few days, 
robably on the Sth of April. In the meanwhile, I 
hink it necessary for me to make known, that I 
lave fully empowered a person of respectability to 
Panage and settle all my affairs m England. I owe 
‘ty countrymen most singere regard, whith I shall 
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The War Tables. 
LAND AND NAVAL BATYLES, IN THE LATE WAR. 
Our readers will recollect that in the 9th and 10th 
volumes of this work, we publishe:! certain labo- 
rious tables, calculated to shew, at once, the ge- 
neral result of the chief battles fought by land or 
sea during the late war. Absolute correctness 
was not affected, for the very nature of the thing 
forbade the-hope of it. They were, probably, as 
correct as they easily could be; and it is impossi- 
ble that the gentieinan who compiled them 
should have willingly neglected the just claims 
of the western army, of which he himself, a zea- 
lous patriot, on two or three occasions, formed 
a part. 
But we are thankful, even at this day, for the cor- 
rections and additional information affarded in 
the following communication; there is not, how- 
ever, sO great a discrepancy between the facts 
stated in the tables and those furnished by it, 
receiving, as we do, the latter to are entirely 
correct, as at the first glance appears, in respect 
to the affairs at Fort Megs (No. 8, in the table, 
vol. X. p. 154)—the design of the compiler hav- 
ing been only to shew the force of the sortée 
under colonel Miller and of the enemy opposed 
to it. Qur loss under colonel Dudiey is also re- 
presented in the tables ag being greater than it 
was, and there is a difference, ‘on both sides, in 
favor of our arms, as to the forces enraged on the 
Thames. 





SO. 
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The communication is interesting for present use 
cnd of great value to history, and we repeat our 
thanks to the very respectable gentleman who 
furnished it. 

“My attention has been directed to a table, pub- 
lished in your 10th velume, [pages 154—5] shewing 
the result of the land battles fought during the 
late war. Having entered the service as a volunteer 
at its commencement, and returned at the peace as 
an inspector general in the United States’ army, I 
feel myself authorised to suggest some inaccuracies 
which*have occtrred in your estimate of the rela- 
tive loss at Fort Meigs and upon the Thames. 

“You appear only to have given the force and re- 
sult of the sortie under colonel Miller, when a con- 
stderable number were disabled in other sorties 
and during the siege. ‘That detachment consisted 
of 350 men, and carried two batteries defended by 
$50 British and 400 Indians: so gallant and warm 
was the contest, that in fifteen minates, 186 were 
killed and wounded on our side, and it is well 
ascertained that the enemy suffered more severely. 
Indeed, candid men acknowledge that, upon a com- 
parison of the force and the loss, it was the hardest 


“Colonel Dudley’s detachment consisted of 800: 
170 of them reached Fort Meigs; about 45 were) 
killed im the action and wantonly massacred in the 
Slaughter Pen, at the Old British Fort. It is now 
ascertained that 30 or 40 were taken by the Indians 
and have since returned to their friends. The! 
whole foree of the enemy besieging Fort Meigs! 
consisted of 500 regulars, 800 militia and 1600) 
Indians—total 2900; whereas your esiimate gives! 
them 350 regulars and militia and 450 Indians.* 

“In the battle of the Tiiames, the most correct 
information estimated our force at not more than, 
Q7VU—120 regulars, 800 or 900 of Johnson’s regi-; 
ment, and fiom 1500 to 1800 of governor Shelby’s | 
volunteers. he force of the enemy consisted of 700; 
regulars and 2000 Indians—600 regulars were cap-| 
tured, 12 killed and 22 wounded: but a very mate-| 


rial result of this “bloodless victory’? you have en.) 
tirely omitted. ‘There were not less than 40 Indians, 
found upon the ground, and no doubt the usual; 





| 


proportion wounded. With the exception of a si-| 
milar loss at Tippecanoe, the N. W. Indians have! 
never, in the history of their warfare, suffered sO| 
severely. In the decisive battle fought by general) 
Wayne, 20th Avgust, 1794, at the Miami rapids, | 


and in that fought at the mouth of Kenhawa, 10th: 


was hot half that number killed in either the de- 
feat of Iadumar or St. Clair.’ 








——. 


Canals. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY REGISTER, 
Sir—Observing that the proposed Delaware and 
Raritan canal is noticed in a late Register, I send 
with this a copy of the repart of the commission 
ers to the legislature of New Jersey; as you may, 
probably, be desirous of seeing the plan at length. 
An error is running through the different. newspa- 
ers relative to the elevation of the proposed canal 
above tbe tide water; it is stated to be 136 feet in- 
stead of 68 feet—136 feet is the aggregate amount 
of ihe assent from the tide water to the canal at 
one of the rivers, and of the descent from the canal 
to tlie tide water at the other river. 


oo —_, 








—_— - 
~~ “~~ —— 


*Aijluding only to the force, we presume, which 
opposed that under colonel Miller. Ev. Ree. 


October, 1774, from sunrise to sunset, there were| 
nly 19 Indians found upon the ground; and there, | ; 
ony , 5 = level, south af the Cayuga and Seneca lakes, of 


The report contains a statement of the objec. 
tions to the old mode of using the beds of streams 
with connecting cuts and locks, and-to the more 
recent mode of pursuing the vallies of streams with 
cawals adjacent to their banks; a detail of the ad- 
vantages resulting from a level canal, if practicable;- 
the proportions and dimensions of a canal suitable 
for the proposed navigation; an estimate contain. 
ing the details of the work which may be necessa- 
ry, and the probable expence of each item; and’ 4 
number of useful hints relative to the construction 
of canals, the plans of locks, and the supply of wa- 
ter. The information and observations are appli- 
cable to many other places in the U. S. where canals 
are in contemplation. A hint is also given on the 
employment of the military on the canals; a plan 
esteemed preferable to the project of reducing the 
establishment. 

The great national advantages attending a gene. 
ral system of inland navigation in the U. S. renders 
it of the greatest importance that the public atten- 
tion Should be excited, and that the subject should 
be thoroughly discussed and understood, before 
the plan is determined on, and the business com- 
menced; on this account the rejection of the late 
bill for internal improvements before congress, is a 
fortunate circumstance.—Divisions of the appropri- 
ation, and separate plans of work under state au- 
thorities, would tend to defeat the arrangement of 
the system for national purposes. 

If the business is not marred in the outset, the 
time may come, when the policy and practice of 
China may be realized in the U. S. and our inland 
commerce employ many of our merchants and sail- 


ors; and manufactures, by an interchange among 


ourselves, will afford double national profits. 

A vessel may depart from the seat of govern- 
ment at Washington, ascend from the Eastern 
branch to a level canal* on the New-Jersey plan, 
fed by the Patuxent, proceed to the banks of the 
South river, descend to the Chesapeake, touch at 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York, New-Haven, 
and Boston, pass on to the Merrimack river, and 
from thence into New-Hampshire, and, perhaps, 
Maine. The vessel may then return to New-York, 
and, ascending the Hudson, enter lake Champlain, 
visit our northern boundary in 45 degrees of lati- 
tude, and return with the water of lake Champlain 
to the Hudson; ascend to a canal fed by lake Erie, 
and approach our Mediterranean seas, not by the 
propgsed route through Rome and the Cayuga 
marshes, but by a canal preserving a flew of water 
from lake Erie to the Hudson, and pursujng nearly 


|the grounds dividing the waters of the Susquehan- 
na from the streams of the Hudson and Ontari¢. 
|rom the port of lake Evie the usual route may be 
observed by Detroit and Michilimackinack to Chi- 
cago; from thence by thé Chicago and Les Planes 
,rivers, or by canals in their valiies, to the Iilinois, 
and hence to the Mississippi and descend to New- 
/Orleans; thence, inland, by Mobile, to St. Mary’s, 
‘and thence through the Atlantic states of Georgia, 
‘South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia te 
| Washington the ptace of departure; performing 44 
inland national voyage of above 5000 miles, and 
traversing an extent of 15 degrees of latitude, and 
nearly 20 degrees of longitude, in the most delight: 
ful part of tie temperate zone. Such are the fs 
cilities to eflect at a moderate expence a comple 
tion of the projected youte, by an extension of m- 


—_* 





*Consider the importance of this canal to ever 
part of Marvianc 
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and navigation unknown in the ancient hemisphere, 
that it is estimated tbe total cost will be less than 
eighteen million of dollars—indeed on computing 
the parts separately, the amount is little more than 
16 millions, leaving nearly 2 millions for contin- 
gencies. 
Inland navigation may also be introduced in the 
vallies formed by the great ridges of the U. S. and 
a canal may be constructed between the north and 
south mountains, from the vicinity of Newburgh on 
the Hudson, through New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Marvland and Virginia, by Tennessee or North Ca- 
rolina, to Alabama or Georgia; through as rich a 
valley as any in the world, without the obstruction 
of a hill, or the necessity of a tunnel.—The rivers 
Delaware, SchuylkiJ!, Susquehanna, Potomac and, 
James, may in part be directed from their beds at} 
their respective gaps of the South mountain, and 
led by canals through other districts, dispensing 
the benefits of inland navigation and irrigation* to 
the arid plains below.—Canals may also be con- 
structed from: lake Erie to the Ohio river, and from 
the Erie and Hudson canal to Pennsylvania and to 
lake Ontario, \effecting an inland navigable commu- 
nication with every state in the union 
Much more might be added, but I- have already 
exceeded my limits. Isat down merely to correct 
a typographical error, and I have taken you a voy- 
ave nearly the extent of the inhabited parts of our 
republic—If I succeed in exciting the attention of 
an able and popular editor, and through him the! 
public, my motives will be answered, and the 
thoughts of the nation directed to objects of the, 
greatest public utility and importance. 
Placing the foregoing at your disposal, for sepa-| 
rate extracts or paragraphs, of such parts as you) 
may think proper, | 
I am, sir, very respectfully. | 











Ad valorem Duties. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 7th Muay, 1817. 

Sir—A general impression appears to prevail in| 
all the commercial cities, that frauds upon the re-|} 
venue are committed to a considerable extent by | 
invoicing merchandize, paying an ad-valorem duty, 
which costs less than twenty-five cents the yard, 
with those which exceed that price, so as to pro- 
duce an average value above twenty-five cents the 
yard, and thereby introduce coarse and cheap fabrics 
without paying the duty contemplated by the tariff. 
According te the same impression, frauds of a more} 








glaring nature are frequently committed upon the/ pressions under which representations of fraudulent 


contain goods subject to ad-valorem duties, shall 
be selected from each invoice by the colleci>r, 
which shall be strictly inspected, with a view to 
detect frauds which may be attempted by putting 
in the same invoice goods of greater and less price 


than twenty-five cents the yard. 


2d. That a certain proportion of packages paying 


specified duties be designated in like manner by 


the collector, which shall be thorotjriity examined 


for the purpose of detecting any attempt which 


may be made to smuggle any articles not described 


in the invoice. 


3d. Phat the proportion of packages to be de- 
signated by the collector on importations upon con- 
signment, be double the number when the pergon 
who enters them is the owner and importer. 

4th. That in all cases of consignment the packa- 
Bes cesignated shall be lodged in the public ware- 
10uses until the inspection be made. 

Sth. That every importation shall be deemed to 
be upon consignment unless the person who makes 
the entry shall expressly negative the fact in oath 
of entry. 

In order that the inspection directed for the pur- 
pose of detecting frauds of the first kind may be 
skilfully executed, the inspector whose habits and 
information qualify him for the discharge of that 
duty and in whose judgment and fidelity you have 
most implicit confidence, shon!d be exclusively 
eraployed for that purpose. Should none of the 
inspectors now employed be considered well guali- 
fied by you for this service, you are autherised to 
select one specialiy for that object, and rcgort him 


|to this department. 


As it is an object of importance that the revenue 
systera should be rendered as perfect as possible, 
axl that every attempt to evade the provisions ef 
the existing laws should be known, you are request- 
ed to communicate to this department every cir- 
cumstance of that nature, accompanied by sugges- 
tions ofthe provisions necessary to repress the evil. 

Iam most respectfully, sir, your very obedient 
servant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

James H. M‘Cuttoca, Esq. 

Collector of Baltimore. 





Custom Hovsr, Battrrmont, 
Collector’s office, May 10, 1817. 
Sin—I have been favored this morning with your 


letter of the 7th inst. on the subject of imported 


cottons less than 25 cents cost per yard. 
The supposition in your letter as to the ith- 


revenue, especially in importations on consignment, | proceedings in the case have been made to the de- 
by the introduction of articles not described in the; partment, is most probably well grounded—That 


invoices, which from the imperfect manner in which | 
the inspection of the packages are made, escape) 
with impunity. | 
{t is possible that this impression may not be cor- 
rect to the extent that it has been made, but it is 
believed that a due regard to public opinion upon 
this subject, requires that a more rigid inspection 
than has heretofore been made, should be attempt- 
ed with a-view to detect the frauds which are sup- 
posed to be practiced. It is therefore proposed: 
Ist. That a proportion of the packages which 
"Monsieur de la Londe speaks of the canal de 
Provence, which takes the waters of the Durance 
to Aix and Marseilles, being 110,000 toises long, 
and of the irrigations by its bringing in a million of 
livres a year. Des Canaux de Navigation, folio, 1778 
—P. 175, 184. Young’s travels in France vol, 2nd, 


| 








». 176, Irrigation. 


is, that the apprehensions have overgone the real 
misdealings in this instance. It is true, the time 
has not been sufficient to allow all the arrange- 
ments which might perhaps be conceived to elude 
the intention of the law. But I have the satisfac- 
tion to report, that nothing has appeared here to 
countenance the suspicion in a single instanee—N°r - 
an invoice presented to us, hut has been cle 
and specific in this respect; nor is any thing m»- - 
due to the mercantile body in Baltimore thi: 
declaration from the officers of the customs hc: 
that such a correctness of transaction appears 
their dealings reiating to the revenue, as cannot | 
exceeded in any place, and must be esteemc*! 
happy state of society wherever it is equalle:t. 


Scarcely one, to whom the name of merchant |; 
properly attributable, has in a'succession of yeu. 


incurred the censure of the office here for a failure 


in the obligations alluded to.—On the countrary, tl: 
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instances are numerous, of declarations of goods 


found beyond their accounts subsequent to entry; 
of a relinquishment of discounts previously allowed, 
and of charges becoming known after receiving the 
goods affected, as well as irregularities in the pro- 
ceedings of their correspondents, and that to no 
inconsiderable amount frequently. Yet the surmises 
of different conduci have very often been made, in 
a way more or less general or particular. As we 
do not feel ourselves at liberty to slight any well 
appearing information, we have often with much 
trouble and unpleasantness to the officer and parties, 
executed the most rigorous duties, and tried the 
temper and patience of many, rarely finding any 
thing but a compliant and just disposition towards 


the law and its agents, even in the cases palpably | 


misunderstood, or misrepresented. Such, indeed, 
should be the very cases in which a free submission 


to examination ought to take place, but it will not} 


always be so, unless a good disposition and sense 
of propriety prevails—The natural pride of honesty 
rises against it, and the affectation of this virtue 
still more. 

The directions you have given will be carefully 
attended to, in their several branches, and such a 


lieve them from the trouble of making summary ex. 
aminations, were no practical benefit could be de. 
rived from them by the parties, induce me to make 
this communication. 

This information may, also, be highly useful 
to the parties themselves, who will in future, apply 
directly to the treasury department for relief, wher: 
the violation has been unintentional. 
where the court, upon hearing the evidence, shal} 
be of opinion that the case requires or justifies the 
interposition of the secretary of the treasury, it is 
expedient that that course should be suggested, 
and that the postponement of the judgement of the 
‘court necesary to make the application should be 
granted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Sir, your most obedient servant. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
To the hon. Wm. P. Van Ness. 





Foreign Articles. 

ENGLAND, &c. 3 

London papers of April 12. 
3 per cent. cons. April 8, 73 5-8. They have 
been subject to great fluctuations of late, rising 





roceeding adepted, as we hope will fulfil the pub- 
fic expectation and facilitate afl the transactions of 


commerce subjected to it—[but unless some mode} 


and falling suddenly. 
Lord Cochrane has bought a fine vessel, nearly as 


more expeditious than that prescribed in 66 sec. of| large as a frigate, in which he is about to take a 


the collection law is pointed out, equally safe for 


the collector, it will be a work of difficulty; though | 


Zam sure the mercliants will acquiesce in any reason- 
able measure. ] : 

Jam, sir, your ob’t serv’t, 
JAS. H. M’CULLOCH. 
William H Crawfc>d, esq. ~ 

[It is well observed in the Federal Gazette that 
— ‘The answer of the collector of this port to the 
letter of the secretary of the treasury which wil! be 
found in this paper, is as highly honorable to the 
“writer, as it is to the reputation of the merchants 
of this city. «rom such an officer, a correct mer- 
chant has nothing to fear, and may expect every 
facility consistent with his duty. To such an off- 
eer, every correct merchant will give al} the in- 
formation and assistance that may be useful and 
tend to render the performance of his official duties 
¢asy and agreeable.”] 








‘Treasury remittances, Xc. 
New York, May 8.—The foliowing highly im- 


{ 


portant circular, from the secretary of the treasury. 


to the district judges, was read on Tuesday morn- 
ing at the opening of the district court in this 
city:— 
CIRCULAR. 
Treasury department, April 3, 1817. 


voyage to South America. 

The British ministry are stirring up the lagging 
service of their members of parliament by urging 
their attendance, in printed circulars—so shame- 
less has the prostitution become. 

The price of bread stuffs has considerably de- 
clined, in consequence of the prospect of great 
crops on the continent. — 3 : 

The royal assent has been given to the bill fo: 
preventing “seditious meetings.”? There has been 
a disturbance at Carlisle; Manchester was quiet 
but « Liverpool paper publishes an account of a plot 
discovered there to burn down the whole of the ma- 
nufactories. A design appears to hive existed to 
destroy the town of Ely by fire." The people are 
mad with suffering. ‘Their distresses, however, 
are said to be declining. There are many mobs in 
Ireland; which, appear to have a sole object of get: 


{ting provisions. .The burning of several farming 


2+? 


establishments is mentioned. 
Tlie official report states the cost of the civic 
entertainment giving to the prince regent, empe- 
ror of Russia, king of Prussia, and duke of Wel- 
lington, by the corporation of the city of London, 
to be upwards of 24,0001. : 
| We have a brief notice of the first report of the 
select committeé of finance to parliament. They 
propose the total abolition of many officers whose 
offices have died many years ago, and the reduction 





Str—Doubts having arisen whether, under the; of many others. ‘There is room to do a good deal 
act providing for mitigating or remitting the for-/in this way. A treasury circular has issued recom: 
feitures, penalties and disabilities accruing in cer- | mending that all persons in official situations, re- 
tain cases therein mentioned, passed the 3d day ceiving more than 10000. a year, ‘should give up 3 
of March,- 1797, the secretary of the treasury can/| 


rightfully exercise the authority therein conferred, 
after the sentence of the district court has been ex- 
ecuted, or after a cause has been withdrawn from 
it by appeal or writ of error, the case has been re- 
ferred to the attorney-general, who has given an 
opinion adverse to the exercise of ‘this power un- 
der such circumstance.: As this opinion is under- 
stood to be coincident with that of the judges of 
the supreme court of the United States, I have de- 
termined to be governed by it. My respect tor the 
‘judges of the district courts, and my desire to re- 





tentii part of their salaries for a limited time— 
There is a talk of levying a tax of 29 per cent. on 
the incomes of absentees. Emigrations to Canad? 
are encouraged by the British government, by grants 
of land, &c. ” 
| The British army is said to be reduced to 121,02 
men. The ships in commission are very few. 
The marquis Wellesley, brother of the duke of 
Wellington, in a debate in the house of lords, called 
lord Liverpool an “insolent man.” There was more 
candor than courtesy in the expression. 
The venerable earl of Buchan gave a splendid 


In all cases 
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entertainment to the Americans pursuing their stu- 
dies at Edinburg an the 22d of February, in comme- 
moration of the birth day of his friend, Washington. 


on this occasion wore a mantle which had covered 
the illustrious dead. 

Locke’s treatise on government has been expell- 
ed from the college course, by the trustees of 
Trinity college, Dublin. For one hundred years 
admired, it is now discovered to have too liberal 


It seems agreed—at least, is so given out by the 
British government, that the late insurrection at 
Manchester was a part of a very extensive.system, 
for a general rising of the people. It is said that 
they intended to set fire to the buildings adjacent 
to the town by means of Congreve rockets to attract 
attention, while they attacked the prisons, banks, &c. 

A young, and beautiful woman has been thrice 
flogged on her naked pody, through the streets of 
Invernsss, for drunkenness and disorderly beha- 
viour in the streets. 

Birmingham in Eagland, is supposed to have 
19,000 houses and 110,000 inhabitants There are 
also 1,500 houses uninhabited. The outcast poor 
were 20,000, besides hundreds in the poor houses. 

Lately died in the Fleet prison, poor old Williams, 
after an imprisonment of 34 years, on an alleged 
contempt of the high court of chancery. 

The total receipt at the Dublin custom house on 
the lst of March was only 9/. 6s. 11d 
The foliowing is an extract ofa letter just received 

by a gentleman new of Baltimore, trom his friend, 

amember of ‘hesociety of Quakers, dated Shrews- 

bury, (Eng.) 3d mo. 24th, 1817. 

“f am glad to hear you all got safe to America; 
that thou givest so good an account of it gives 
me pleasure. We are ready for open rebellion 
here, and expect it in less than two years. The poor 
are amused by making a few improvements [on the 
roads, &c.]—the young men get 6s. per week, and 
those with two children or more, get 9s. They are 
employed only two weeks at a time, and then starve 
two weeks or go into the work-house, which is next 
to it.” 

London, April 11.—On Friday, an exhibition of the 
sale of a wife took place at Dartmouth. A brute of 
a fellow dragged his wife to the public quay for sale. 
She had been married about a twelvemonth, is not 
yet 29, and could scarcely be sustained from faint- 
ing as hwr unworthy husband dragged her along.— 
She. was purchased, for two guineas by her first 
sweetheart. 

Protest on motion for the third reading of the seditious 
society bill, March 235, 1817. 
DIsSENTIENT. 

Because it appears to us that this statute, in inflict- 
ing the penalty of death, is injustly. severe; that it 
gives to magistrates a formidable and unhecessary 
power, improperly controling the general expres- 
sion of opinion, and interfering both with the pub- 
lic and private meeting's ot the people, in times of 
which we consider the danger to be much exagge- 
rated, and which we think call for measures of con- 
ciliation and relief, and not for coertion. 


Grosvenor, Aucland, 
Rosslyn, . Augustus Frederick, 
Clifton, Vassall Holland, 
Erskine, Somerset. 

FRANCE. 


5 per cent. stocks, April 6, 63 70. 
The Americans at Paris celebrated Washington’s 
birth-day—among the invited guests were general 


Fayette, D. Parish, &c. Mr. Hughes, of Baltimore, 
presided. Among the toasts drank one is printed 
thus, “The of France.” When general J. 
Fayette’s health was drank he rose and feelingly 
said—“While I most gratefully enjoy these test:- 
monies of your friendship, permit me to receive , 
them as a token of remembrance for that old army 
of American brothers, who had to boast of a Wash- 
ington as their paternal chief; it is in the name of 
the surviving veterans that I beg you to accept our 
affectionate thanks.” 6 

Marshal Massena, prince of Essling, lately died 
at his hotel in Paris. Bonaparte used to call this 
distinguished chieftain “the fortunate.” 

France, except for a little “factious spirit” in 
Paris, is spoken of as entirely tranquil. 
Many French prisoners yet remain in the interior 
of Russia, subject to the severest hardships. I+ 
seems that they are about to return—but a column 
of 700 men returning, lost about 400 of their num- 
ber by the hardships of their journey! 

Some accounts say that the king of France is very 
ill, and hint at his speedy dissolution. 

It appears from a speech of the duke of Ragusa 
that the French army scarcely consists of 20,000 
fighting men, 

Manuscript copies of M. de Montholon’s letter to 
sir Hudson Lowe circulate, and are read with avi- 
dity in every society in Paris. They dare not print 
it there. 

Marshals Macdonald and Victor appear highest 
in favor at the court of Louis. It may be well here 
to mention that it is a Neapolitan general of the 
name of Macdonald that is reported about to marry 
Mad. Murat. 





BONAPARTE. 
There is a report that the emperor of Russia is 
interesting himself to procure the removal of Bona- 
parte from St. Helena to Malta. There is no pro- 
bability of its being true. 
A vessel just arrived at New York from Calcut- 
ta was telegraphed sixty miles distait from St. 
Helena—and being boarded by “his majesty’s brig 
Leveret,” as the New-York papers have it, received 
information that Bormaparte had grown very fut, 
and kept himself very close to avoid the curiosity 
of strangers. 
Fresh provisions were so scarce at St. Helena 
that a joint of meat was regarded as a great luxury 
on a general’s table. 

SPAIN. 

The want of rain is severely felt in some parts of 
Spain. A letter from one of our. naval officers at 
Cadiz says, “‘processions are often met in the streeis 
invoking the saint whose business it is te furnis!i 
water, to give them & supply.” 

The disputes between Spain and Portugal,though 
the king of the former has just married a daughter 
of the latter, appear to be serious. The garrisons 
of the frontier towns have been increased, and hos- 
tilities seem expected. Spain appears offended 
with the conduct of Portugal in taking possession 
of Monte Video, &c. and Portugal complains that 
certain parts of her European territory, wreste«! 


|trom her by Bonaparte, are retained by Ferdinand. 


We have an account of the books prohibited tu 
be read in Spain—some of tiem are denounced for 


4 


being prejudicial to the “holy office”—as the ingyi- 


sition is impiously called. 

The Spanish state prisoners, who have been re- 
moved from Ceuta to one of the Balearic Isiands, 
are accused of a pjot for obtaining possession of the 
former place by surprize, 





Lia Fayette, Mr. Ga}latin, George Washington la 


~ 


The. ambassador of Spain to the king of the 
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Netherlands has instituted a prosecution against the 

editors of a newspaper, (formerly the Wain Juune) 

for some alleged calumny on his royal master. 
ITALY. 

Lucien Bonaparte has applied to the pope for a 
passport for the United States. It was not known 
if it would be granted to him. 

Maria Louisa lives in great splendor at Parma. 

The grand Turk refuses to acknowledge a fiction, 
and has given offence to the British by declining to 
say that the Ionian islands are independent. 

The celebrated sculptor Canova has had the ti- 
tle of marquis conferred upon him by the pope, to 
whieh is attached certain privileges. He is said to 
have as much work bespoken as would occupy him 
for 50 years. 

SWEDEN. 

A conspiracy is said to have been detected for 
destroying the crown prince, Bernadotte. It seems 
to have strengthened him in the good opinion of the 
people-—if the accounts are to be believed. The son 
of Gustavus, who was set aside to make room for 
him, lives with the king of Wirtemberg, who is 
his cousin; he is also a nephew of the emperor 
Alexander, and spoken of as an accomplished young 
man. He will, probably, in these “legitimate” days 
yet mount the throne of Sweden. 

RUSSIA. 

Lieutenant Kotzebue, commander of the ship 
Rorik, has discovered on his voyage round the 
world several new islands, which he has named 
Romanzow’s, Speridow’s, Krusentern’s, Kielusow’s 
and Suwarrow’s islands. 

AFRICA. 

We have fresh reports of the hostile dispositions 
of the states of Barbary towards Europeans. The 
dey of Algiers is stronger than he ever was, and al- 
ready has eighteen armed brigs, which are daily 
exercised ip the harbor. 

MEXICO. 

We have a report, by «uy of a letter from New- 
Orleans, that Apodaca, viceroy of Mexico, has de- 
clared himself independent, and has an immense 
force arrayed to sustain the declaration. There are 
reasons ‘o hope that this report may be true. 

In the late debate in parliament (says the Rich- 
gnond Enquirer) Mr. Ponsonby enquired whether 
“‘the representations and remonstrances of the Spa- 
nish Ambassador (in regard to our conduct as to the 
South American colonies,) had been seconded by 
the English minister in the United States.” Lord 
Castlereagh managed, as Mr. Ponsonb;; said in re- 
ply, ‘to elude the question.”” But will lord C. pre- 
tend to deny that Mr. Bagot did make some repre- 
sentations to our government—that he was so ab- 
surd as to suggest that the British court could not 
be satisfied with any interference on the part of the 
United States, which should cogtribute to the ag- 
grandizement of the United States. 

SOUTH-AMERICA. 

A patriot privateer, called the -‘Gsalveston,” has 
been captured off the Havana by one of the royal 
vessels—her crew consisted of 44 men, “only 17 of 
whom were saved (says the official account) by 
their obstinacy in attempting to escape.” 

We have it reported that the royal general, the 
bloody Morillo, has been defeated in the vailey of 
St. Jose, and is dead of his wounds. 

Speaking of the Brazils, the editon the Essex 
Register says—‘*The superstition of Bertugsl bas 
been proverbial. One fact may explaif it: In'flre 
war of the Spanish succession, the trxPs of kortu- 
yral elected St. Antony for their general. Fhe Niagy 
Doo Pedro, made out his commission andes Bay. 


£ 


This saint is still commander and chief of the army, 
and every year receives in his church his salary from 
the king. The image of the saint is borne in solemn 
procession, and has the prostration and homage due 
to his commission paid to this emblem of his’ pre. 
sence and of his power”. ) 

— OPifSt. Anthony commands for the king, the “re- 
bels” have no hope! 

A Paris paper says—The tea-plant has been natu. 
ralized at Rio-Janeiro, under the particular care of a 
number of Chinese, whom the Portuguese govern. 
ment has invited thither for that purpose. 

It is intimated in the Wational Intelligencer, that 
nares people of the adjoining provinces had not sup. 
ported those of Pernambuco, that the port was bloc- 
kaded by a strong Portuguese force, &c. But later 
accounts, perhaps, than any that could have been 
received at Waghington, from St. Salvador, inform 
us a brig had sailed for the purpose of blockading 
the port,aind that two other vessels were fitting for 
the same purpose; but add, that the people of that 
district, though they had not yet openly espoused 
the cause of the reyolutionists, obeyed their go- 
vernmeft with reluctance, and it was thought that 
the whole of that part of Brazil would follow the 
example of Pernambuco. Success to them. 

It may be well to repeat that a revolution in Bra- 
zil was calculated upon by the Buenos Ayreans. 

The provisional govermnent of Pernainbuco found 
800,000 dollars in specie in the royal treasury,whicir 
they unceremoniously appropriated to patriotic pur 
poses, as their own. 

HAYTI. 

A French frigate was lately off Cape Henry. A 
letter sent in, addressed to “General Christophe,” 
was returned by his sable majesty, anopened. 


——— 








CHRONICLE. 

Norfolk, May 7.—We perform a painful task im 
announcing the destruction of the Buenos Aryean 
armed schr. Ef Atrevido, by the explosion of ber 
magazine, on Monday last, by whicu 23 persons, 
including all the officers except the boutswaiu and 
two mxsters mates were instantly launched into 
eternity !—It will be recollected by our distant 
readers, that this vessel, in company with another, 
a brig called the Independencia, also under the 
Patriotic flag of Buenos Ayres, put into this port 
about two months ago. Here they remained about 
six weeks, and then attempted to get to sea, but 
the wind being a head they could proceed no fur- 
ther than the tail of the Horse Shoe, where they 
came to anchor in 43 fathoms water and about mus- 
ket short distance from eacli other. 

On Monday last the captain of the schr. dined 
with the commodore on board the brig, and was 
standing on the quarter deck (about 6 o’clock P. 
M.) in company with the commodore and officers, 
looking at the schr, at the moment she blew up.-- 
The expiosion was terrible, and the schr. almost 
instantly disappeared. Boats were immediately sent 
off from the brig to save those who might be alive, 
and succeeded in rescuing 33 who were ail that 
survived, three only of whom were injured, and 
those but slightly. From the account which thes¢ 
men gave, it appears that the gunner had, contrary 
to a standing order, opened the magazine, and while 
he was atywork in it, the lieut. of marines called 2 
sergeant down into the cabin to pick him out a pair 
of pistols from the arm chest, in doing which the 
pistols were severally snapped, by way of trying 
‘them, though the officer of the deck was heard to 
What followed is unknown, and it is 





rbid it. 
1 kegel conjectured that one of the piste!s suappec 
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might have been loaded, and the contents acci- 
dentally discharged into the thagazine. The whole 
of the vessel abaft the main mast was literally 
blown to atoms, though both masts remained un- 
moved, : i 

We regret to add that the pilot (the elder Thomas 
of Hampton) and four, young men, residents of this 
town, were on board at the time, and are among the 
pumber of the killed. 

Commodore Chaytor has yery humanely made a 
present of the remains of the schooner td the widow 
of the unfortunate pilot, and his men are now em- 
ployed in saving whatever is of any value for her, 
which will amount to something handsome.— Herald. 

Montreal, C. April 23.—Persons supposed to be 
dead are frequently buried with a haste that is 
highly reprehensible. This blameable precipitation 
has often been followed by the most shocking and 
disgusting consequences; it has frequently happen- 
ed that persons‘supposed to-be dead-(but who in re- 
ality were only in a state of lethargy,) have come 
to life without being able to obtain light, and perish- 
ed in convulsions and despair, as the subsequent in- 
spection of their bodies has proved. Repeated re- 
monstrances have not had the effect of preventing 
the pernicious custom of burying the dead, the 
moment that the breath is supposed to be out of 
the body; it is customary to wrap up the corpse 
with a sheet which is sewed from head to foot in 
such a way as to prevent the admission of air. The 
following is a recent and terrible example. 

A man named Tessier, of the parish of Saint 
Anne, in the district of Three Rivers, supposed to 
be dead, was carried to church about twenty-four 
jours after, where his funeral service was perform- 
ed, he was then placed in the charnel house,* which 
‘'s the ordinary custom in the country during the 
winter. About eight days after, it became again 
necessary to open the charnel house, and the coffin 
was found open, the feet were out, the hands were 
torn, the left hand grasped into the right shoulder, 
wid the body was turned upon the right side. 


od 


Almost every vessel from England brings more 
or less passengers—-the current of emigration is 
steady, and of very respectable classes, 

The distinguished Frencliman, who arrived some 
months sincé at Boston, and supposed to have been 
marshal Soult, is now said to have been the duke of 
Vicenza, Caulincourt, who has taken up his resi- 
dence at New-Orleans. 

The arrivals of vessels, from England, France 
and the West Indies with “lots” of specie are dai- 
ly announced. We cannot suppose there is any 
real scarcity of the precious metals in the United 
States at this time. Though our banks ostensibly 
pay specie, it is almost as rare as it was some 
months ago to see a dollar. ‘Paper does the bu- 
ness” still; and yet the banks are said to be ‘‘pull- 
ing and hauling” their customers to the utmost— 
frightened about something. 


Naval—The Spark was at Gibraltar about 33 days 
ago. The Washington and the Dutch squadron was 
on a cruise off the Barbary coast. 

The U.S. brig Prometheus and schr. Lynx are 
ordered fiom Boston to Philadelphia, with a crew 
to bring the Franklin 7-4 to the former, to be equip- 
ped for sea. 

*The name of Charnier (Charnel house) is given 
in this country to a large common grave, where the 





A line of battle ship, and a frigate of 44 guns, are 
ordered to be built at Portsmouth, N. H. 

Connecticut.—The votes for governor have been 
officially counted. For Mr. Wolcott 13,655; Mr. 
Smith 13,119; scattering 202—majority for Mr. W.. 


both parties—but the choice of clerks was made a. 
party matter—the republican candidates had 98, the. 
federalists 95; 3 rep. members absent. 
Rhode-Island.—The legislature of this state is in. 
session. The ascertained majority of votes in favor 
of Mr. Knight, (rep.) for governor is 68. Republi- 


general, &c. are also elected by an average majority 
of about 80 to 90 votes. | 

The steam boat, built at Sackett’s-Harbor, suc- 
ceeds on lake Qntario, according to expectation, 
The first vessel, a schr. of 60 tons, arrived on the 
21st ult. ata new port and village on the lake, cal--. 
led Carthage, How great will be the commerce of 


Qcean! | 

Internal resources.—About a mile from Cumber- 
land river, 80 miles above Nashville, after boring 
60 feet, an abundance of water so saturated that it 
will not dissolve salt, is found. Kt rises in the wells 
to within 4 feet of the top of the earth; 10 bushels 
of water make 1 of salt. 

“Monument to Washington. Measures have been 
taken in Virginia to carry into effect the resolution 
lof the legislature for erecting a monument to gen. 
Washington. 
the several counties of-the state for the purpose of 
receiving the voluntary subscriptions of the citi- 
zens—no person in his own name is allowed to sub- 
scribe more than 20%. 

Savannah.—By a late census, the population of 
Savannah is ascertained to be 7624—about one half 
more than it was in 1810. 

Bank of the U. S.—The 3rd instalment, payable 
on the Ist of July next, is called for by the presi- 
dent and directors of the bank of the United States. 


ton, at New York. 

Yhe following is the result of the election for re- 
presentatives to the fifteenth congress, in Virginia.. 
Those in italic are reputed federalists, the rest are 
republicans. Those with * are new members. 
FOURTEENTH CONGRESS, | FIFTEENTH CONGRESS. 
P. P. Barbour P. P. Barbour : 
Wm. A. Burwell Wm. A. Burwell 
Burwell Bassett Burwell Bassett 
James Breckenridge John Floyd* 

Peterson Goodwyn Peterson Goodwin 
Aylett Hawes G. F. Strother* 
John P. Hungerford Wa. Lee Ball* 
John.G. Jackson James Pindail* 
James Johnson James Johnson. 
John Kerr William I. Lewis* 
Joseph Lewis Chas. F. Mercer * 
William M’Coy William M’Coy 
Hugh Nelson Hugh Nelson 
Thos. M. Nelson . Thomas M. Nelson 
Thomas Newton Thomas Newton 
James Pleasants James Pleasants 
John Randolph Archibald Austin* 
Wm. H. Roane rR. S. Garnett* 
Daniel Sheffey Alexander Smyth* 
Ballard Smith Ballard Smith 
Magnus Tate Edward Colston* 
Henry St. G. Tucker Henry St. G. Tucker. 











dead are put during the winter, se¢ as not to dig a 
prave for each bodv . 





John Tyler John Tyler. 
10 new members. 
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334 The legislature is in session—Charles Denni- 
son was chosen speaker by nearly all the votes of. _ 


can senators, lieut. governor, treasurer, attorney-. 


these inland seas, when they are united with the. 


Gentlemen have been appointed in- 


Col. Croghan has recently married Miss Livings- 
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Delaware and Raritan canal. 


[passep FEBRUARY 13, 1817.] 

‘The commissioners, appointed by an act of the le- 
gislature, for ascertaining the most eligible route 
for, and the probable expence of a canal to con- 
nect the tide waters of the Delaware with those 
of the Raritan, 

REPORT— : ae 

That in ascertaining the most eligible route for 
a canal to connect the tide waters of the Delaware 
with those of the Raritan, they have examined the 
plans and routes of canals heretofore proposed, and 
have considered the advantages and disadvantages 
which would respectivley attend them. 

The first and most obvious plan heretofore pro- 
posed, was to use the beds of the streams pe te 
ing between the Raritan and the Delaware, to ascen 
the Raritan from the tide water to the first ob- 
struction, and by deepening or widening, or by con- 
fining the stream to a narrower channel, to proceed 
as far as practicable on that step, and then, by a dagn 
and lock, to raise boats to another step, to be pur- 
sued by deepening, widening, narrowing, or clear- 
ing, as before, until another dam would become 
necessary, and in the same manner to continue the 
process until the navigation would arrive at the 
mouth of the Millstone river; to proceed from: thence 
up the Millstdne, erecting locks in the several mill- 
dams, and deepening, widening or clearing the 
channel, and placing other dams and locks where 
hecessarv, to the mouth of Stonybrook, and from 
thence up the Stonybrook in like manner, to the vi- 
cinity of the great meadows, in the township of Law- 
reace: here a connecting cut would be made through 
the meadows of Lawrence to the Shrppetaukin 
branch of the Assanpink creek. Thfs connecting 
cut would, on this route, be the lowest part of the 
ground dividing the waters of the two rivers, and 
would form the summit, or crown level, of the canal. 
The boats would be raised by locks to this level, 
which would be supplied by a feeder from the rear- 
est stream of elevation; they would from thence de- 
scend by locks into the Shippetaukin, where a like 
process would be used, to enable them to navigate 
to the Assanpink, and down the Assanpink, by Lam- 
berton, to the Delaware. In this route it would be 
necessary, in some places, to make cuts through in- 
tervening low grounds, and to depart occasionally 
from the beds of the streams; the elevation of the 
summit level would he about forty-six feet above 
the tide water, and the whole distance would be 
about forty miles. The route was viewed and le- 
Velled by several gentlemen, in the year 1804, who 
were of opinion that a communication might be 
Opened between the tide waters of the Delaware 
and Raritan, of at least three and a half feet in 
depth. 


This plan is liable to objections: 


Fourth. From the locks being placed in low si- 
tuations, and therefore subject to-injury and decay. 

Fifth. From the cuts in the low grounds being 
liable to be filled by freshes, with sand or mud, or 
to be washed to an improper size or shape. 

Sixth. From the unequal currents of the streams, 
which in some places, would require the labor of 
many men to stem their force. ¥ 

Seventh. From the.inconvenience of eight mills in 
the route, any‘one of which could at. any time during 
the summer destroy the navigation, ‘by using and 
exhausting the water of their ponds so-as to occasion 
shallow water above, and to prevent the use of the 
locks. 

Eighth. From the great distance of the route, pre- 
venting the dispatch so necessary to ensure a pre- 
ference of conveyance and transportation. 

Ninth. From the varying quantity of water at dif- 
ferent times of the year. In-dry seasons the water 
near the dams being spread over. the wide surface of 
the bed of the creek, or river, and in.some places 
over the adjacent grounds, great quantities would 
be lost by evaporation; and on the streams becoming 
low, the navigation would be obstructed by either 
permanent or shifting bars, and shallows, which 
would be often impassable for several days or weeks; 
and in wet seasons the torrents of water after heavy 
rains would totally stop the navigation, displace the 
stones and walls constructed to widen. or narrow 
parts of the water-course, fill up parts of the chan- 
nel, and sometimes destroy the dams and locks, and 
perhaps the boats. These contingencies would oc- 
casion great losses to the navigation, not only from 
the expence of removing sands and obstructions, re- 
placing facilities, and rebuilding dams and locks, 
bat also from the injury to the boats and their car- 
goes, the delay and loss of time, the consequent 
loss of toll, and the diversion of trade to other chan- 
nels. 

Another plan has been suggested, by digging a ca- 
nal in the valleys, and along the banks of the streams 
above mentioned, pursuing the level as far as.prac- 
ticable, and constructing locks where nécessary; 
thus rising to the summit level, from whence the na- 
vigation to the opposite tide water would decend in 
the valleys and along the banks of the other streams, 
by the same process. 

This plan is also liable to objections: 

First. From the frequent occurrence of deep ra- 
vines and gullies, conveying smallruns of water to 
the stream of the valley, occasioning expensive 
agueducts, .eulverts, walls, and embankments, 
Which in wet seasons would be subject to injury. 

Second. From the adjaoent stream overflowin 
its banks, in some situations filling the canal wit 
mud or sand, and in other places destroying the 
locks and sides, and washing deep holes. 

Third. From the irregularity of the valleys, high 
promonteries and low bottoms often succeeding 





First. From the difficulty and great expence of!each other, rendering the crossing of the stream 


remeving obstructions in the beds of the Raritan and 
Millstone, which are formed, as far as Rockyhill, 
of red sand-stone, and its accompanying red shell, 
or wack. 

Second. From the precipitous, marshy, or cavern- 
ous banks of the streams, preventing the cons(ruc- 
tion and continuance of towing paths, thereby’ ren- 
dering the labor of men necessary for propelling 
boats intead of the draft of horses. 

Third. From the dams across the streams occa- 
sioving back water on the adjacent ground, destroy- 
ing the finer species of grass, and generating a mi- 


‘asma, affecting the health of the imhabitants of the 


country’, 


frequently necessary, by expensive aqueducts. 

| Fourth, From the red stone and other hard mat- 
iter difficult to excavate, forming the banks of se- 
vera! of the.streams. 

Fifth. From the circuitous route of the naviga- 
tion. 

Sixth. From the number of locks which would be 
required at irregular distances and in ineligible si- 
tuations. . 

Seventh. And, above.all, from the almost insu- 
perable difficulty of procuring a sufficient supply 
of water at the crown level-to answer the demand 
at the locks, for the passage of every boat to or 
| fromthe summit, and from thence to the tile water. 
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Another route proposed was to make a cut frem 
Lamberton to the Assanpink creek, and to proceed 
on the bed of the Assunpink to the mouth of Sto- 
ny brook, as in the first-mentioned route; from 
thence up the Millstone to Devii’s brook, up Devil’s 
brook to the head thereof, from thence across to 
Lawrence’s brouvk, and to proceed on the bed of 
Lawrences’s brovk to the tide water of the Raritan. 
A third route proposed was to ascend Crosswicks 
creek to Docior’s creek, up Doctor’s creek to the 
Vicinity of Allentown, and from thence, crossing 
the Millstone and other intervening streams, to 
the Menolopen, then down the Menolopen to South 
river, and down South river to the tide water of 
the ltaritan. A fourth route proposed was to pro- 





or branch of Rockyhill, but of different formation, 
extends from hence northerly, for several miles, on 
the right of the Millstone, forming its second bank, 
and contains sand-stune and wack, also of consi 
derabie elevation. From this view it is apparent, 
that we cannot proceed to the northward of the 
termination of Rockyhill, and that the ground near 
this termination is lower than the ground to the 
southward of it, towards the sources of the Mill- 
stone and South rivers, and the Assanpink and 
Crosswicks creeks. 

It is also to be noticed, that Stonybrook, from, 
its confluence with the Millstone to the vicinity of 
the great meadows of Lawrence, and the Shippe- 
taukin, from its confluence with the Assanpink to 


ceed from the:Assanpink, near Wright’s mill, to the|the same great meadows, are sluggish streams, 
Menclopen near Mount’s mill, or Spotswood. A/|with very little perceptible fall; and that in the 
fifi: from Crosswicks creek to the head of Law-|time of freshes, part of the water of Stonybrook is 
rence’s braok, and a sixth fram the head of Law-|discharged through the great meadows, by the 
rence’s brook to Wright’s milj, on the Assanpink.Shippetaukin, into the Assanpink, from which it is 
it has also been proposed to dig canals in the inferred, that those meadows are lower than the 
valleys of the above-mentioned streams on the fore-|Miilstone and Assanpink above Scudder’s and John 
gOing roautcs, in the manner specified in the second 
proposition. 
li is obvious that many of the objections to the 
pia iS 
tha 





Mount’s mills. 
It will likewise be recollected, that a single foot 
of additional height of the summit level of a canal, 


already examined, apply also to these; and /gives two feet additional ascent and descent of 
‘here are’ others still more forcible from the |boats, increases the expence of constructing the 


elevation of the gronnd, and the scanty supply of locks, produces greater delay, and requires more 
Waicr; but in order to appreciate their relative labor for the transit, is attended with a greater 


Me its, 

districe of country thro 

effect an inland nayig¢2 
In the county of Monmouth, there is a ridge of 


OL. 


| 
| 


it is necessary to take a general view of the Consumption of water, and occasions a smaller sup~ 
gh which it is proposed to ply, by placing the canal above the level of some 


streams, and nearer the sources of others. 
From the foregoing objections to the old plan of 


highland, which, like the chief part of the district, jusing the beds of the streams with connecting cuts 
is of alluvial formation. ‘This ridge divides thejand locks, and to the more recent mode of pursuing 
waters of the streams running immediately into/the valleys of the streams with canals adjacent ta 
the ocean, from the waters of tbe streams running |their banks, and from a general view of the face of 


into the Delaware and the Reritan: the highest 
part is near Perine’s and the Burnt taverns, in the 
township of Upper Freehold. 

Within a circle of not more than five miles diame- 
ter, are the heads of Tom’s river and Metetecunk, 


the country, it was proposed, as the plan of the De- 
laware and Rsritan canal, that the lowest part of 
the ground, dividing the highest streams which 
would be intersected between the Delaware and the 
Raritan, should be ascertained, and assumed as the 


flowing into the ocean, of Crosswicks creek and As. /point of passage of the canal, which would be the 


sanpink creek, flewing into the Delaware, and of'! 


the Millstone and South river, flowing into the Rari- 
tan. Although no actual measureinent has been 


highest part of the ground that it would be neces- 
sary to pass between the two rivers; that a level 





should be pursued from this place, and on this 


made, it may be safely asserted,that this spot is three elevation, towards the Delaware and towards the 
hundred feet above the tide waters of the Delaware)Raritan, terminating on a high bank on the tide 
and Raritan; from hence the country gradually de-|water of each of the rivers, and that locks should 
scends in a northerly direction to the mouth of the|be constructed at such banks for the ascent and 


Miilstone, a distance of thirty miles, and where the 
waters of the Raritan are not more than thirteen 
feet above the tide water. 

It is manifest, therefore, that the further we pro- 
ceed from this circle in a northerly direction, and 
the nearer we approach the mouth of the Millstone, 
the less will be our elevation above the tide water; 
but in our progress northerly, keeping in view the, 
descended country between the Delaware and the 
Raritan, we are stopped by Rockyhiil and the Sand- 
hills; the former,a part of the granite ridge, first ap- 
pears in the south-easterly part of Hunterdon coun- 
ty, passes through the westerly part of Somerset 


; . ' 
county, permits the Millstone to pass in a northerly 


direction through a narrow gap between Kingston 
and Rocky-hill Proper, and terminates in Middle- 
seX county, near Dean’s saw-mill, on Lawrence’s 


brook, where it gives place to sand-stone and wack, | 


which continue to New-Brunswick. ‘The Sandhills 





are a detached mass of sand, of greater elevation 
than the terminating part of Rockyhill, and are si- 
tuated about one mile to the northward of Dean’s 
saw-mill. ‘rhe sides of the gap of Rockyhill are 


of considerable elevation, with little soil, A-spur 





descent of boats, to and from the canal and the tide 
waters. 

It appeared reasonable, that if this level could be 
pursued without meeting with hills or hollows, 
which could not be passed with moderate digging 
or embanking, and if banks could be found at con- 
venient places on the tide waters of the Delaware 
and the Raritan, of the same elevation, or which 
might be made so, by moderate digging or em- 
banking, that great advantages would result from 
the adoption of this plan. 

First. The canal crossing the country on the 
surface of the ground, as much water as may be 
requisite of all the streams intersecting it, may be 
turned into it by dams and feeders, constructed in 
ami from those streams, at short distances above 
the canal, and the quantity of water supplied will 
be regulated by the gates of the feeders, the re- 
mainder of the water will fall over the dams, and 
pursue the old channels through arches or culverts 
under the canal. : 

Second. It will not be necessary to conduct 4 
feeder to the spot assumed as the crown level, as 
the whole canal will be of the same elevation, by* 
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the feeders may supply the requisite quantity of 
water at any point or points between the Delaware 
and the Raritan. ’ 

Third. The canal being on a dead level the whole 
distance, its sides wiil not be subject to injary by 
the rapid flowing of the water, nor will the puddling 
be disturbed so as to occasion a loss of water. 

Fourth. Heavy rains or freshes will not impede 
the navigation, nor injure the canal, as the quantity 
of water running into it will be at perfect command. 

Fifth. There will be no difficulty in focating and 
constructing reservoirs for the whole line of canal, 
to be filled in the time of freshes, and to be used in 
dry seasons, to prevent any injury to the mills 

Sixth. The mills and low lands on the streams 
will be benefited by the filling of the copious 
reservoirs, which will tend to diminish the height 
of the freshes, and to give a more regular supply of 
water in summer. . 

Seventh. ‘he greatest drought will not, prevent 
the continual navigation of the whole length of 
the canal from lock to lock, that is, from river to 
river. 

Eighth. If by an increased intercourse, and the 


Sixteenth. The towing paths, being ona dead 
level from river to river, will form an excellent 
turnpike for carriages of a particular construction, 
during the winter season, when the navigation of 
the canal wiil be obstructed by ice. 

Seventeenth. Mills may be erected on the. banks 
of the canal, and the most arid part of the country 
may be irrigated by the surplus water. 

Eighteenth. The grand trunk canal between the 
Delaware and the Raritan, béing assumed as the 
New-Jersey level, minor canals may, at a future 
period, be constructed, branching off from it 
through most of the counties of the state, creating 
an easy, active, safe, cheap, and lucrative, inland 
commerce, by receiving the materials for agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and domestic economy and com- 
forts, and by transmitting their multifarious pro- 
ducts. 

It being deemed expedient to ascertain the prac- 
ticability of the last-mentioned plan, the commis- 
sioners, in order to obtain an accurate knowledge 
of the country through which the canal would pass, 
appointed Mr. Randel to make a map of the dis- 
trict on a scale of one mile to an inch, and to lay 





constant ascent and descent of large boats to and 
from the tide waters, there should not be a suf-| 
ficiency of water for the locks in a dry season, with- | 
out injury to the mills, modes may be adopted to| 
transfer the freight of part of the boats to and from | 
the tide waters to other boats, without any loss of| 
water. 

Ninth. Modes may be alao adopted to lessen the 
consumption of water at the locks on the tide 


water, by returning a part to the canal during the | 


down the hills, valleys, swamps, roads, and streams 
of water, from such materials as it was in their pow-- 
er to procure; and they appointed Mr. Erickson, a 
skilful mill-wright, to follow the several streams 
within the district,te observe the banks and currents 
and to ascertain the number of inills, and the num- 
ber of teet of fallat each, to be inserted on the map 
by Mr. Randel. 3 

By means of this information, and a tour through 
the district in which the hills and streams, and the 


descent of the boats, and to obtain a further supply | ascent and descent of the country were particularly 


from the tide water during the descent of boats 
or freights, and at other times by means of other 
machinery. 

‘Tenth. As in the usual mode of following the) 
valleys of streams, the water must be drawn out 
of the connecting cut or summit level canal, when- 
ever a boat enters or departs from it; if the level 
extends only a short distance, a basin for the sum- 
mit locks will be necessary; but if the canal extends 


attended to, it was ascertained that the lowest part 
of the ground dividing the streams intersected by a 
line drawn from the Dealware to the Raritan, is near 
Longbridge farm: from this place it was supposed 
that alevel might be run to suitable banks on the 
Delaware and the Raritan, and that the proposed 
plan might be carried into effect. 

Mr. Randel was appointed to run the level, and a 
contract was entered upon with him, by which he 





the whole distance without a lock, it becomes itself 


engaged to pursue a level line as far as was practi- 




























the basin for the locks, and other basins for that| cable from Longbridge farm to the Delaware, and to 
purpose will be unnecessary. | the Raritan, in the shortest direction that the ground 

Eleventh. There will be no delay in ascending or) would admit, which line should be run with the 
descending loeks at irregular distances between ri-| greatest aceuracy, and be esteemed the base line 
ver and river; but the whole ascent or descent will! of the work; to ascertain the angles of elevation and 
be performed at one time and at one place. |depression of the surface of the earth, and the an- 

Twelfth. Only two keepers of locks, with their ne-| gies and distances of the courses of the line; to place 
cessary attendantss, will be required to superintend | monumental stones in the base line about one mile 
the ascent or desceut of boats; but if there are fif-| apart, and to have the height of every monument 
teen or twenty locks at different places, as many su-|above the tide water accurately noted; to give a 
perintendants will be necessary. ' section of the country at the distance of every half 

Thirteenth. The locks wiltbe built at the tide wa- mile, at right angles with the base line, and from 
ters of the rivers, where stone, lime, and other forty to eighty chains distant from the same, north- 
materials for their construction, may be brought by westerly and south-easterly; to sink shafts in the 
water, instead of being carted into the country, ata base line, averaging one for every mile, and six feet 
great expence. ‘deep; to measure the quantity of water in alk 

Fourteenth. A plan is offered for consideration | streams intersecting or running near the base line, 
for ascending or descending -the whole height be-}by ascertaining the amount flowing in each stream 
tween the tide waters and the canal, by a single |in cubic feet per hour; to make a map containing a 
lock, on a construction which will save a large pro-|section or profile of the above levelled lines, the 
portion of the water, time, and labor which would be | horizontal scale of which to be one thousand feet 
required by the common mode for the same height. | to an inch, and the perpendicular scale fifty feet to 
















Fifteenth. If the sum appropriated or subscribed 
for the undertaking, should be insufficient for the 
whole expence, the canal may be completed, and 
used from the Delaware bank, to the Raritan bank, 
without locks in the first instance, and at a future 
period they may be constructed for the passage of 
boats to and from the titte water. 


an inch; to make another map containing a bird’s 
eye view of the route of the canal, and cross sec- 
tions on a scale of one thousand feet to an inch, 
and to lay down on it all useful matter to be ob- 
tained while performing the survey, for the distance 
of one mile pn each side of the base line; and to 
complete the general map of the country between 
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the Delawate and the Raritan, and three miles 
north-west, and ten miles south-east of the Trenton 
and New-Brunswick turnpike road; and to finish 
the whole by the first day of October then ensuing. 

It will be observed, that it was intended by this 
contract to establish a base line of great accuracy 
which might also perhaps be the line of canal; that 
the monumental stones denoting the exact height 
of each above the tide water might, at any time 
héreafter, be resorted to, in running lines of level 
diverging from the base line, to ascertain the height 
of places requiring investigation, as it was esteemed 
more proper to give scope to the professional ta- 
lents of those practical gentlemen who may be 
hereafter employed, than to confine them to a par- 
ticular course, being well aware of the propriety of 
the observation of Mr. Weston, that it requires the 
‘utmost skill of the professional engineer to deter- 
mine on the proper line of canal, and that the suc- 
cess or failure of the undertaking frequently de- 
pends on this part of the work; that the maps, 
profiles, and sections, would furnish a general 
knowledge of the district country, and an accurate 
knowledge of the elevation and depression, topo- 
graphy and chorogtaphy of nearly two miles in 
breadth, of the most suitable tract for a canal ; 
that the shafts would ascertain the nature of the 
soil, and the kind of earth to be removed, informa- 
tion so necessary in order to form an estimate of 
the experee of the work; and that a knowledge of 
the quantity of water which might be procured 
from the different streams would show the size of 
the canal that might be constructed, and the extent 
to which the navigation might hereafter be con- 
ducted. 

In pursuance of this agreement, Mr. Randel com- 
meneed his operations on the fifteenth of August last, 
by causing exploring lines to beAun from Long- 
bridge farm, in direct lines, to the tide waters of the 
Delaware and the Raritan, and shortly after began 
to level the base line from the same place towards 
the Delaware; but from the late period of commenc- 
ing the work, the subsequent unfavorable weather, 
and other contingencies, he did not arrive on the 
banks of the Delaware until the tenth of October, 
when be was under the necessity of suspending the 
levelling for some-weeks, on account of prior en- 
gagements with the corporation of the city of New- 
York; he afterwards resumed the business, and, on 
the 29th of December, completed the field work. 

The commissioners have since had the pleasure 
to receive Mr. Randel’s report on the performance 
of his contract, accompanied with part of the sti- 

ulated documents; and now venture briefly to 
state, that, in their opinion, a canal may be con- 
structed from the banks of the Delaware or Cross- 
wicks creek to Longbridge furm, and from thence 
to the banks of the Raritan, between New Bruns- 
wick and Washington, ona dead level, without the 
necessity of alock, and with very moderate extra 
digging or embanking: of course, the only ascent 
or descent will be on the banks of the rivers, be- 


4 


[into their old beds without injury to the canal; ti¢ 
Cranbury brook, Millstone river, Bear brook, Assaii. 
pink creek, and Miry run, may be crossed on aque. 
ducts, leaving sufficient space for the passage of the 
streams through arches under the canal; that it is at 
present supposed that part of the water of Cranbury 
brook and Bear brook, may be brought to the canat 
by raising the mill dams near the crossing: places 
and that the mills will be benefited by the altera - 
tion; that part of the water of Millstone river, Assan- 
pink creek, and Doctor’s creek, may be brought to 
the canal by feeders, which may extend from the 
canal on a level until they admit part of the streams; 
and that these feeders may be used as branch 
canals, communicating with the grand trunk, and 
extending the benefits of inland navigation several 
miles to the southward; that it will not be neces. 
sary that the-canal should intersect Heathcote’s 
brook, though it may run very near it; and that a 
part, or the whole, of its waters may be used, if 
expedient, by constructing a short feéder; that 
the route of the canal will not deviate two miles 
to thé northwest or southeast of a straight line, and 
that the whole distance, including the necessary 
curvatures, will be about twenty-nine miles. 

In the foregoing designation of the most eligible 
route, the commissioners have declined stating the 
precise spots for the commencement and termina-~ 
tion of the canal on the tide waters; there are se- 
veral which appear to have advantages nearly equal; 
to fix the particular points will be the business of 
the professional engineer; after a careful study of 
the banks and rivers, and after the plan of the locks 
has been finally determined on: to offer an opinion 
at present, would only give an imaginary value to 
places, which would be favorable to speculation, 
and unfavorable to the canal. 

In estimating the probable expence of a canal, 
the commissioners are naturally led to consider its 
dimensions, the nature of the soil through which it 
will pass, the quantity and the price of the land 
which will be requisite, the plans of work which 
will be necessary for the safety and success of the 
enterprise, and the elevation of the level above the 
tide water. 

As to the dimensions, the commissioners do not 
hesitate to declare, that their thoughts and wishes 
are directed, in the first instanée, to the construc- 
tion of a canal which may be applicable to national 
purposes; and which may form a link in the chain of 
inland navigation from Massachusetts to Georgia. 
The secretary of the treasury of the United States, 
in his report on roads and canals, in the year 1808, 
states, that a navigation for sea vessels drawifg 
eight feet ot water, may be effected from Massa- 
chusetts to the southern extremety of Georgia; anc 
it is desirable that the proposed canal from the Ra- 
ritan to the Delaware may be constructed in conw 
formity with this plan. The water in a canal ad- 
mitting vessels of eight feet draught, should be 
nine feet deep; and the sides should slope in the 
proportion of five feet to three; that is, for three 


tween the tide waters and the canal; thet by} feet rise there should be five feet slope on each 


planning the surface of the water in the canal about 
thirteen feet below the surface of the earth, at the 
summit near Longbriége farm, the level may be 
pursued near the surface of the carth, and the canal 
may arrive at convenient banks at euch end, abou: 
sixty eight feet above the medium of high and low 
tide water in the Delaware and Raritan; that 
Lawrence’s and Devil’s brooks, and Totamy’s and 
Hixon’s runs, and several other streams, may be 


admitted into the canal near their sources without 


dams, and that the surplus water may be discharged 


side, or ten feet in the whole, being equal to an 
angle of thirty-one degrees with the plane of the 
horizon. . 

The sides of canals formerly were constructed 
with less slope; but the more modern are made, and 
it is supposed with good reason, with the inclination 
above mentioned. If, therefore, a canal is made 


_ twenty-six feet wide at the bottom, and nine feet 
deep, it will be fifty-six feet wide on the surface 
of the water; this surface should be the line of the 





canal, amd be on a level, as nearly as prasticable 
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